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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

X — 14, ( cancelled) 

15. (currently amended) A genetic construct for the 

■ se-leet-i-ve expre s s i on of a nucleic acid sequence in plant stoma tal 

guard cells / s a i . d. c o n str u c t €on tai Ri-n^ comprising : t h e nu c .].. e i c 

acid sequence functionally linked to the promoter of SEQ ID 

No . NO : 1, or to a fragment enf — vari -a-n-fe — thereof having promoter 
activity . 

16. { cur r en t 1 y amended ) T h e c o n s t. r u c t o f c 1 a im 1 5 , wh e r e i n 
said, promoter fragment contains SEQ ID Ne - v- NjQ: 2. 

17 . (withdrawn - currently amended) The construct of claim 
15, wherein said promoter fragment con. tarns SEQ ID Ne--NQ : 3. 

18- (withdrawn - currently amended.) The construct of claim 
1 5 f where i n s a i d pr omo ter f r a gme n t con t a i a s SEQ I D No . NO : 4 , 

19. { wi their awn ) T h e c on s t r u c: t o f c 1 a i m 1 5 , w h. e r e i n t h e 
nucleic acid sequence or the encoded product are involved in the 



7 



Appln. No. 10/590,490 
Docket No. 2503-1227 

1 n t race .].. .1 n 1 ar s i. g n a .1 .1. i ng pa t h way mo du 1 a ted. by absc i s i c a c i d 
(ABA) . 

20. (withdrawn) The construct of claim 19, wherein said 
nucleic acid sequence contains the coding sequences of Osml, 
Racl, Katl, Ostl or Ch.il genes. 

21- (withdrawn) The construct of claim 19, wherein said 
nucleic acid sequence codes for an ant.isen.se RNA . 

22, (previously presented) A plant expression vector 
containing a genetic construct according to claim 15. 

23. (previously presented) The vector of claim 2 2 , which 
is a bacterial plasmid, a bacterial artificial chromosome (BAG) , 
a yeast artificial chromosome (YAC) , a viral vector or a vector 
for Ag.robact.er i urn-mediated DNA transfer . 

24. (previously presented) The vector of claim 22 , which 
is a binary vector for Agrobacterium- mediated DNA transfer. 

25, (previously presented) A monocotyledonous or 
dicotyledonous plant containing a vector according to claim 22. 
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26. {withdrawn - currently amended) A method for the 

■ s .. e j=-e-e45-3b-ve e xp r essi on of nucleic acid sequences in stomatal guard 

cells, said method c omp r i s i n g i n t. r o d u c i n g i n to 5 a i d s t oma t a 1 
gu a. r d c e 1 Is a vector accor d.i n g' t o c 1 a, 1 rn 2 2 . 

27. (withdrawn) The method, according to claim 26, wherein- 
said, heterologous sequence is involved in the. regulation of stoma, 
aperture/closure . 

28. (withdrawn) A method for regulating the expression of 
nucleic acid sequences in a plant, which comprises introducing in 
said plant, in a vegetative or reproductive part thereof, a 
genetic construct according to claim 15. 

29. (previously presented) A monocoty ledonous or 
dicotyledonous plant, containing a construct according to claim 

30. (withdrawn - currently amended) A method for the 
e e l-e - et-ive exp res s i on of nucleic acid sequences in stomatal guard 
cells, said method comprising introducing into said stomatal 
guard cells a construct according to claim 15. 

31. (withdrawn) A method tor regulating the expression of 
nucleic acid, sequences in a plant, which comprises introducing in 
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said plant, in a vegetative or reproductive part thereof, a 
vector according to claim 22 ♦ 

32. { new ) Ace n e t i c c o n s t r u c t f o r t h e ex p ress i o n o f a 
nucleic acid sequence in plant stomatal guard cells, said 
c o n s t r u c t c omp r i s i n g : t h e n u c 1 e i c a. c i d s e q u e n c e f u n c t: i o n ally 
linked to the promoter of SEQ ID NO: 1, or to the promoter having 
at least 95% sequence identity to SEQ ID NO: 1 and that has the 
a c t i v i t y o f s a i d p r om o t e r . 
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